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POINTERS 


The International ‘Priests’ Convention, called together by the 
Church Union and held at Farnham from June 2tst=25th, is the 
subject of an article on page 233 by Dr. Haselm: iver of the American 
Church Union who was present throughout the Convention, At 
the time of writing we have not seen the Report, but it is certain 
that it will be a document of importance which we should all read. 


* * * * 


The Memorial presented to the Lambeth Conference by His 
Grace The Metropolitan of the Church of India, Burma, and C eylon 
on behalf of the Orthodox Telugu Christian Union is printed in 
fullon page 231. It is a restrained and dignified statement, which 
we trust will be given full consideration by the Conference and lead 
to a just settlement of the claims of these doughty champions of 
the might of freedom. of conscience, 

* * * * 


The Pledge given in the Basis of Union’of the Scheme of Church 
Union in South India states that * neither forms of worship or 
ritual, nor a ministry, to which they have not been accustomed 
or to which they conscientiously object, will be imposed upon any 
congregation (Scheme of Union, p. 19). Further,” it says in 
Note 2 on page 22 of the latest edition, “‘ the intention of the 
uniting Churches is that there.shall be no infring@ment of the’. 
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liberty of conscience which every worshipper and every minister 
now enjoys.” 


It is not easy to understand, therefore, why, in spite of the | 2: 
previously expressed protest of a lay member of the congregation, 
at the only former-Anglican church in Kodaikana_ the hill station 
where missionaries gather in May, the celebrant at Holy Com- 
munion on Whitsunday was a former Methodist minister, and on 
Trinity Sunday a former Presbyterian, both now members of the 
Church of South India. There would be no difficulty, our inform- 
ant adds, in getting episcopally ordained priests on these Sundays. 


_ The Philippine Independent Church, as had been arranged, re- 
__ ceived valid apostolic orders on April 7th, 1948, forty-six years 
after its foundation, Monsignor de los Reyes and two others 
were consecrated bishops by Bishop Binsted of the American 
Episcopal Church, assisted by his suffragan and the Bishop of 
Honolulu as co-consecrators. The three Philippine Bishops now 
validly consecrated will proceed to the ordination and consecra- 
tion of those bishops, priests and deacons of their Church who. 
have not yet received valid orders-—there were some who had been . 
already validly ordained to the priesthood. When this has been a 
done, they hope to open negotiations for intercommunion with the 
American Episcopal Church. Their candidates for the ministry 
are already being trained at the Seminary of. the American Church <i 
at Manila. | 


* * * * 
/ 


Some Recent Publications are noticed on page 235. A number of 
important books and pamphlets has been published during the 
past few weeks and some of these will be reviewed as space 

rmits. We could really do with a regular 12- page issue of 
Faith and Unity, but to make that possible we require a larger 
circulation. Can you help towards it by gaining us new sub- 
scribers? We hope the Anglo-Catholic Congress, about which 
we shall be writing next month, will bring us some, and we have 
other plans in view, but our present readers can help us much by 
their personal recommendation of our paper. 


* * * * 
Our Travelling meonetery has the following engagements during: 
September : 

a Sept. 5. Bradford: Holy Trinity. | 
7. Bradford: C.U. Meeting. 

9. Bierley: St. John’s, | 

12. ‘London: St. Stephen's, Gloucester Road. 
i. 13. Sandridge, Herts.: Meeting. 
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MEMORIAL” 


presented to the Lambeth Conference of 1948 through 
His Grace The Metropolitan of India, Burma, and Ceylon. 


DEAR‘ FATHERS IN GOD, 


We, the Anglicans of the Nandyal Archdeaconry of the former 
Diocese of Dornakal, beg to submit the following statement on the 
Church Union in South India, and request the favour of your 
sympathetic consideration. 


1. Though negotiations for Church Union in South India started 
some twenty-five years ago, we admit that we did not fully 
acquaint ourselves with the scheme, and the changes in Faith and 
Order which would be the result of the consummation of the 
Union. Anglicans here were shocked to learn for the first time in 
May, 1947, that with the inauguration of the Union they would 
be cut off from the world-wide Anglican Communion. They did 
not imagine that the Scheme of Union contained several matters 
which loyal Anglicans could not conscientiously consent to. The 
more closely the Scheme was studied (in many cases for the 
first time) the more were the defects noticed. To mention a 
few: Anglican interpretation of Episcopacy is not definitely 
accepted ; belief in all the articles of the Creed is not funda- 
mental for the members of the new Church ; ‘each one can inter- 
pret the creeds according to his own wishes and ideas ; there is 
no insistence on infant baptism, and Confirmation is made 
optional ; even non-episcopally ordained ministers can celebrate 
Holy Communion at Anglican altars. 


2. As soon as these defects in the Scheme were known our 
congregations showed their unwillingness to go into Union with 


other churches on the basis of the present scheme. Nevertheless __ 


the General Council of our Church had accepted the Scheme with 
three-fourths majority vote in 1945. But a certain interpretation 
of the Pledge coneerning the posting of non-episcopally ordained 
clergy to ex-anglican congregations was not presented to the 
General Council at the time. When this interpretation of the 
Pledge was published later there was a great disapproval from 
various quarters. Therefore when the General Council met at 
Madras in January, 1947, it was urged that the scheme should be 
eh gaamyery to ensuing Lambeth Conference, and its advice obtained 

efore the final vote on it was taken. But the new promoters of 
the Scheme pressed for an immediate vote, and the General Council 
gave its approval by a simple majority vote. We submit that the 
General Council should have insisted on a three-fourthS majority 
vote on a question of such great importance. 


3. Further, the resolution of the General Council permitted 


the four Southern. Dioceses to go into Union’. No provision of 


any kind was made for conscientious objectors to Union when 
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Union would become a fact. We, of the former Anglican Diocese 
of Dornakal, numbering about 36,000 out of a total of 42,000 did 


_ not elect to go into Union. When our conscientious objections 


were intimated to our Diocesan Bishop some months before the 
inauguration of the Union he did nothing to remove our fears or 
objections. We then turned to His Grace The Metropolitan of 
India, His Grace The Archbishop of Canterbury, and the S.P.G., 
to whose labours we owe our existence as Anglicans. For some 


time before the inauguration of the Union His Grace The Metro- 


politan has been urging that the Nandyal situation should be 
enquired into, The South Indian bishops seemed to have taken no 
notice of his warnings. Apparently they intended to investigate 
into our objections after the inauguration of the Union. The 
immediate result of the inauguration of the Union was the split 
among the Anglicans of Nandval, some 36,000 of them choosing 
to remain loyal to the church of their baptism. : 


4. The Joint Commission which investigated the Nandyal 
problem in October, 1947, unanimously ccteemaiied that the 
Metropolitan should appoint a Commissary to take care of the 
Anglicans of Nandyal. Since the arrival of the Commissary his 
work was made difficult by the hostility and non-co-operation of 
the two bishops of the Church of South India. They had hoped 
that the Commissary would somehow lead us into their church. 
Moreover the members of the Church of South India are carrying 
on active unwholesome propaganda in the district calculated to 
cause confusion and strife among the Anglican congregations ; 
and no pains are spared by them in coercing us to join their church. 
As His Grace The Metropolitan indicated that he could not per- 
form Episcopal acts in our area, we are experiencing considerable 
difficulties in our day to day church life. Our-hardships and 
trials are well known to His Grace The Metropolitan. The Church 
of South India are pressing us to accept the ministratrons of their 
clergy though it has been clearly stated that the South India 


(rurch isnot a church in communion with the Church of England. 
' We beg to submit that the General Council of the Church of India, 


Burma, and Ceylon has no moral right 'to force us into this Union 
against our conscience. 


5. It is our earnest appeal that you will consider the South 


..India Scheme of Union carefully, and that in view of the many 


defects contained therein will recommend to the Metropolitan 
and the General Council that we be constituted into a diocese in 
the Anglican Communion. 


We beg to remain, 
Dear Fathers in God, 


17th April, 1948. Anglicans of the Nandyal Archdeaconry. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL PRIESTS’ 
CONVENTION. 


The International Priests’ Convention, assembled by the Church | 
Union, met at Farnham Castle, Surrey, from June 2rst—25th to 
discuss the theme ; The Nature of the Church and Its Relation to 
Reunion. This Convention was originally planned for 1940, but 
had to be cancelled. The importance of the subject has increased 


_ rather than diminished since 1940, and it was felt wise to hold it this 


year. The gathering was unique, and almost without precedent, 
for it consisted of fifty-two priests from fifteen provinces of the 
Anglican Communion. Each bore their separate testimony to the 
catholicity and apostolicity of the Anglican Communion, as well - 
as their varied experiences in presenting this faith in. widely 
separated areas of the world, and widely divergent cultural 
patterns. Yet all spoke and witnessed to the same faith with the 
same loyalty. Of those present, there were eleven priests and one 

bishop from the Provinces of Canterbury and York ; nine priests — 
and two bishops from the U:S.A.; six priests from Australia ; 

threé_priests each from the West Indies, Canada, and South 
Africa; two priests from Ireland; and one priest each from 
Wales, Scotland, China, West Africa, East Africa, and New 


Zealand. 


THE SUBJECTS DISCUSSED | 


The Convention met under the patronage of the Lord Bishop of 
Oxford (Dr. K. E. Kirk) and under the chairmanship of the Lord 
Bishop of Chicago (Dr. W. E. Conkling). Careful study ahead of 
time of the great volume, 7 he Union of Christendom, first issued in 
1937, and a second volume, Truth, Unity, and Concord, issued last - 
spring, prepared those who came to discuss the prepared agenda. 
There were three sessions each day at which the topics were opened 
by a scheduled speaker and followed by an open discussion. The 
Nature of the Church; its Unity in Faith, Sacraments and 
Worship ; the Context of Reunion, and the influence of national, 
secular, and political factors; the Principles of Reunion with an 
examination of the validity of contemporary approaches and 


the essential requirements of true unity, were the chief topics of 


discussion. It was the aim of the Convention to set forth the 
theology necessary to Christian Unity. But the pressing insis- 
tence upon schemes of reunion in India, Ceylon, the U.S.A., 

Canada, and Australia naturally formed a part of the discussions, 
while the forthcoming Lambeth decisions on the relationship of 
the Anglican-Communion to the Church of South India were fore- 
most in the minds of all. , It was decided to issue in the name of 
the Convention a Report embodying the theological findings as 
well as a series of resolutions directed toward the contemporary 
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problems. A Drafting Committee, appointed to record the 
findings, drew up this Report which was accepted by the entire 
Convention after minute examination. The * sete is to be dis- 
tributed among the bishops, presentétt-to the Anglo-Catholic 
Congress, and put on public sale. It is available from the Church 
Union, 6 Hydé Park Gate, London, S.W. 7. 


REPORT OF THE FINDINGS 


The chief points of the Report are summarized here. The 
Church as a Divine Society, created by God, present in this world 
to redeem men and joined with the Church Expectant and the 
Church Triumphant, is both an invisible sacramental organism 
and a visible historic institution. The organic relationship 
between the invisible organism and the +¥istble mstitution is 
clearly asserted. The Unity of the Church is manifested by a 
unity in faith, in sacraments, and in worship as part. of a whole 
Tradition. There can be no real unity except that based upon the | 
wholeness of this integrated Tradition of Faith, Sacraments and 


W orship. 
‘* The primary unity of the Church is constituted by faith in 
Christ which creates a way of life defined in a developing faith, 
worship,.and moral law. This is the Catholic Tradition, 
developed and defined by Catholic consent, which is the norm 
of Catholicity, from which local Churches cannot depart without 
ceasing to belong to the Church. 


‘From this Tradition, the Scriptures and Creeds take their 
rise and they in turn safeguard and maintain it. Unity in 
faith is the explicit will on the part of the local congregation 
to accept the full meaning of this whole body of doctrine.” 


The unity of Churches is maintained externally in the unity of 
bishops bound by their acceptance of this Catholic tradition. To 
be out of communion with these bishops is to be outside the 
tradition of the Church. In the context of reunion, many pro- 
blems of a national, secular, and political nature sometimes are 
insistent challenges to reunion, sometimes barriers. But these 
influences in no sense determine the nature of reunion. They 
merely color the ere The Anglican Communion can only | 
enter reunion plans which safeguard these fundamental principles. 

Such schemes of reunion as submission, loose federation, manu- 
facturing of unity out of divergent traditions, and extension of 
episcopacy outside the Catholic Tradition are false and superficial 
approaches to unity. True unity can only be found in the 
explicit acceptance of the full meaning of the faith, sacraments and 


worship. 


PRACTICAL RESOLUTIONS 


' These theological conclusions led the Convention to a series of 
practical resolutions calling for an approach to Unity based upon - 
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sect rie Scriptural and Apostolic principles. The only unity which has 

been achieved between the Anglican Communion and other bodies 

has been on this basis. The intercommiunion with the Old 

Catholics, Polish National Catholics, the Filipino Independent 

Church, and the progress toward intercommunion with the 

Eastern Orthodox and the Church of Sweden are cited as examples. 

Approaches to reunion on any other lines would jeopardize the 

I unity achieved and create increasing internal tension in the 

Anglican Communion. With particular reference to South India, 

the following resolutions are cited. 

“The actions from 1930-1947 indicate that those former 
Anglicans who. have catered the Church of South India have 
voluntarily placed themselves in schism and are in no sense in 
communion with the Anglican Churches. These former 
Anglicans ought not to be allowed to receive or celebrate at 

_.. Anglican altars. Freedom of movement from the altars of the 

- Church of South India to the altars of Anglican Churches would 

tpso facto establish an intercommunion which does not exist. 

‘‘ Since many of these former Anglicans entered the Church 
of South India under a misunderstanding and with some en- 
couragement from certain official quarters within the Anglican 
Communion, permission to receive or celebrate at* Anglican 
altars might properly be extended to these former Anglicans by 
bishops of the Anglican Communion in individual cases to be 
decided on their own individual merits by each bishop. To 
other members of the Church of South India, no rights what- 
soever ought to be extended.” 

The Report is a clear statement of the nature of the Church and 
the nature of its unity; is a definite call to raise the matter of 
reunion negotiations to a theological level, and thus find unity in . 
the fundamentals which have held the Church in oneness in the : 
past. It is a report which should be studied by every bishop, 
priest, and layman in these days when our thoughts and loyalties 
are confused on every hand by appeals to effect a lesser unity by 
some hastily contrived scheme. 


Louis A. HASELMAYER. 


SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


The Mission of the Anglican Communion. Edited by E. R. 
- Morgan and Roger Lloyd. S.P.C.K.and §$.P.G.. ros. 6d. 


ears This is an important book of essays by members of the Anglican 

Communion of various races. In spite of “ unusually little 
collaboration for a book of this kind ’’ it displays a remarkable 
‘unity. Although primarily concerned with the missionary work 
of the Church, the book will be of much interest to all who are 
concerned with questions of reunion. We commiend it to the 
attention of our readers as well worthy of their study. 


235 


The Necessity of the Church. By Douglas Edwards, C.R. 
Mirtield Occasional Papers No, 2. 6d. 


This.is‘a reprint from the C.R. Quarterly Magazine of a lecture 
given at the C.R. Summer School; 1947. We strongly recommend si 
this very live exposition of the theme that “ the Church is not : 
something that you join because you are a Christian. It is some- 
thing without which you cannot be a Christian "’, It can be had 
from booksellers or direct from the House of the Resurrection, 


Mirtield, Yorks, for 74d. post free. 


What They Didn't Sav. By B. P. Burnett, C.D.C.P. Leaflet, 
No. 12. 4d., by post 5d. 

Ir. Burnett has written a very telling reply to the propaganda 
in favour of the South India Scheme which has appeared in so 
many Diocesan Chronicles and official publications of that kind. 
Quoting first what they did say, the leaflet shows how partial the 
propaganda was by supplying the additional information which 
=n pro-unionists omitted. Very well worth a place in the tract 

‘ase, we hope the le amet will have a wide circulation. | 


Straight Questions. By Gunnar Rosendal, D. D, C.D.C.P. Leaflet, 
No. 13. 6d., by post 7d. 

This leaflet, written by a Swedish priest, gives some indication 
of the unfortunate consequences which the South India scheme is 
bringing inJts train outside the Anglican Communion. It shows 
clearly the confusion resulting from the so-called interim policy. 
This leaflet, as well as the previous One, may be had from the Pax 
House or from the Secretary, C.D.C.P. 


What's All the Fuss About? Marcus Donovan, ©.D.C.P. 
ree Leaflet, by post 1d. - 

Ir. Donovan sets out very briefly four reasons why we must 
consider that the four dioceses mad» a wrong decision when they 
chose to © go forth from the Anghein Communion ” to join the 

~Churelr of South India which * de parts from Anglican principles 2’. 


Can Women be Ordained ? by H. Rite LAA, 4d., by post 


5d. 

This leatlet was first published in 1946, but our readers may 
like to be reminded of it since the question has again been brought 
forward in the Lambeth Conference. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
he Ag C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 
numbers of Fatth and Unity are available and can be had from 


the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. . 
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